"Folk Art Treasures From Guangxi''
A collaboration between Morehead State University's
Kentucky Folk Art Center and the Guangxi Provincial Museum.
On display for the first time in the USA

As president of Morehead State University, it is my pleasure to introduce you to this first-in-America exhibition of Folk Art Treasures from
Guangxi Province in China. We are deeply grateful to the Guangxi Provincial Museum for the loan of these historical and contemporary traditional costumes of ethn ic minorities in that wondrous region of South
China.
This exhibition of the Kentucky Folk Art Center is the most recent
development in the growth of our educational and cultural relationship s
with the people, government and institutions of Guangxi Province. We
extend a warm East Kentucky welcome to our friends from China who
accompanied these treasures to the USA.
We know that you will enjoy these fascinating works of art.
Ronald G. Eaglin ,
June 2000

Front cover: Young Woman of the Pointed-Hat Yao, in Jinxiu County, Central Guangxi
Opposite: Dragon-spine Terrace in Longsheng County, Northern Guangxi
Back cover: Miao Girls, in Rongshui, Central Guangxi

GUANGXI PROVINCE

Located on the southern coastline of China, Guangxi Province, is home
to numerous minority nationalities, including the Zh uang, Yao, Miao
and Dong peoples. Each of these ancient nationalities is made up of
separate groups that have their own distinct, well-preserved cultural

identity.

INTRODUCTION
The magnificent costumes of these four ancient nationalities were made
in keeping with longstanding, traditional designs. Many of the symbols
incorporated into these designs recall specific events from the history
of these ancient cultures. The costumes of a given nationa lity, or
sub-group, serve as a dai ly reminder of the past, demonstrate a unique
aesthetic approach , and embody an inherent expression of hope for
happiness and good fortune in the future. Wearing these costumes is
a cultural act in and of itself, which reaffirms and helps to maintain the
customs, traditions and identity of a minority culture.

Kentucky Folk Art Center is honored to present this important exhibition.
We are especially grateful to the Guangxi Provincial Museum for
developing the exhibition at our request, and to th e Guangxi
Information Office for helping coordinate the entire project .
Adrian Swain, Curator, KFAC
June, 2000

Zhuang Nationality

Zhuang women in Western Guangxi

Zhuang girls weaving traditional brocade

A Zhuang embroidered
ball is made from cloth,
and decorated with
traditional embroidered
designs. Seeds from
certain crops are also
often enclosed inside
the ball.
An embroidered ball is
given by a girl to her
boyfriend as an expression of attraction and
love. These are the three Zhuang patterns most widely used .

Zhuang girls preparing to go on a date. The will carry
these embroidered tokens of affection, just in case!

Yao Nationality

Pangu Yao women in Tianlin County,
Western Guangxi

Pan Yao Family

Pointed-hat Yao Girl,
Jinxiu County, Central Guangxi

Chashan Yao Woman
Jinxiu County, Central Guangxi

Pointed-hat Yao bride, in Hexian
County, Northeastern Guangxi

Hualan Yao women, in Jinxiu
County, Central Guangxi

Red Yao girls, in Longsheng
County, Northern Guangxi

Bunu Yao woman, Barna
County, Western Guangxi

White Pants Yao m Nandan County, Western Guangxi

Dong Nationality

Dong ceremony of song and dance at the Drum Palace

Spectators on the All -Weather Bridge during
a Dong singing competition

Dong Weaver

Dong baby in an embroidered wrap, ornamented with coins

Miao Nationality

Pian Miao moth er and baby,
in Longtin County, Western Guangxi

Zaijiang Miao woman in Longlin County,
Western Guangxi

Qingshui Miao women in Longlin County,
Western Guangxi

Hongtou Miao women in Longlin County,
Western Guangxi

Zhongbao Miao woman in Nandan County,
Northwestern Guangxi
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